




International Trade Favours Multinational Corporations - Roberto Azevêdo

MSMEs are responsible for the largest share of employment opportunities in most 

economies, up to 90% in some countries… especially true re. opportunities for young 

workers and women. 

…MSMEs often struggle to access trade finance. Globally, banks reject over 50% of requests 

for trade financing placed by smaller firms compared to just 7% of multinational companies.

improving the regulatory environment for MSMEs through the digitalization of government 

processes, improvement of access to public procurement markets, reduction of compliance 

costs…

we can’t assume that MSMEs will continue to benefit from greater opportunities once they 

are connected. Connectivity is fundamental, but not sufficient. The reality is that, if we just 

cross our arms and do nothing, we may see the opposite effect. E-commerce may 

actually promote the concentration of opportunities for big companies and services 

suppliers.



Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 

full and productive employment and decent work for all





The world of work is undergoing a major process of 

change. There are several forces transforming it, from 

the onward march of technology and the impact of 

climate change to the changing character of production 

and employment, and demographics to name a few. 

“

Current demographic trends bring 40 million people to

the labour market each year, meaning that between

now and the year 2030 the world economy needs to

create over 600 million new jobs.

The Future of Work



SDG 10: Reduce inequality within and 

among countries

SDG 12: Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production patterns



SDG 9 targets and global indicators



SDG 9 targets and global indicators







World Bank evaluation:

“PPPs are not a panacea. The literature points to the 

negative effects on public budgets because of 

contingent liabilities not being adequately assessed, 

insufficiently reported, or accounted for off-balance 

sheet. Furthermore, PPPs are generally considered to 

be more expensive than purely public financing due to 

higher private sector borrowing costs and high 

transaction costs in general. Moreover, PPPs are likely 

to produce inadequate risk allocation due to lack of 

competition during bidding and be subject to 

renegotiations which may put the public sector in a weak 

position and subsequently lead it to accept undue risks.”



UNDS – ITA Findings & Conclusions

In 2014, 84% of UNDS expenditures were funded with voluntary and earmarked 

resources. These non-core resources – typically determined bilaterally at the 

country level and outside the intergovernmental mandates and processes of 

UNDS entities – have grown significantly faster than core resources.  a growing 

bilateralization of multilateral aid.

Between 1999 and 2014, total non-core resources increased by 182% in real 

terms, while core resources increased by only 14%. In addition to that, significant 

parts of core-contributions are also used for subsidizing earmarked funded

projects. As a result, funds and programs are left with very little resources for 

implementing internationally agreed, strategic plans. 



Core Budget of the UN: $ 2.8 billion

UN system budget: $42 billion

New York City Budget: $68.5 billion 

Chocolate spending globally: $100 billion

EU Budget: $175.8 billion

World’s military 
expenditures: $1,750 billion 

... and disproportionate: 

Illicit Financial Flows from 
developing countries:

$991 billion



“In my view, this is one of the biggest challenges facing health 

promotion. […] it is not just Big Tobacco anymore. Public health 

must also contend with Big Food, Big Soda, and Big Alcohol. All of 

these industries fear regulation, and protect themselves by using 

the same tactics.” 

“Research has documented these tactics well. They include front 

groups, lobbies, promises of self-regulation, lawsuits, and industry-

funded research that confuses the evidence and keeps the public in 

doubt. ” 



“Tactics also include gifts, grants, and contributions to 
worthy causes that cast these industries as respectable 
corporate citizens in the eyes of politicians and the 
public. They include arguments that place the 
responsibility for harm to health on individuals, and 
portray government actions as interference in personal 
liberties and free choice.”



“This is formidable opposition. Market power 
readily translates into political power. Few 
governments prioritize health over big business. 
[…] This is not a failure of individual will-power. 
This is a failure of political will to take on big 
business.”













2016 - WTO panel ruled in favour of USA charges 

against India for its state support to domestic solar 

energy enterprises…they violated India’s national 

treatment obligations under the GATT 1994 and the 

WTO TRIMs agreement. India argued that under the 

Paris Agreement on Climate Change (2015), it had an 

obligation to ensure the adequate supply of clean 

electricity generated from solar power at reasonable 

prices in order to mitigate climate change and achieve 

sustainable development. 



Canada was taken to arbitration court for violating 

provisions of NAFTA by American renewable 

energy company, Mesa Power Group, for 

preferential tariffs and guaranteed grid access for 

energy production awarded by Ontario’s 2009 

Green Energy Act to domestic renewable energy 

producers. Canada argued that boosting production 

and jobs in its domestic green energy sector is 

integral to the national response to climate change.



Target 9.4 calls for greater adoption of clean and 

environmentally sound technologies and industrial 

processes and increased resource efficiency. 

The Technology Facilitation Mechanism created at the 

Third International Conference on Financing for 

Development in Addis Ababa, has the potential to 

support developing countries’ concrete technology 

needs. 





#SpotlightSDGs #SpotlightSDGs


